“CTHFWHEE stop it, I liks it™

*Biop or 11l scream , , '

Talk abowt Freudian slipe I'm not
saire why Lhote parlicular little excerpis
should have been the omes to pop into
mind as I linally drew off the tracdks
bisop-tlopped along pil lans and lat the
engine dee. But pop they didy, aRd
mimmed sp my feclings juesd\, Fima
afiyway.

I'd bheen circalatin Oran  Fark
raceway in the Chris ‘Fhﬂ_“’_.(‘lln.ﬂj:
Motors Colf OTI a wry promising

newoomsr  to Production  Tourdng
racing, end i was one of the mosi
difficuli thiggs ['ve ever done . .. not
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the dyivlg byl ieving lo make my next
lap thelast™A while sarlier, even when
mppiiygrapping away from the pits, I'd
thasight the session would need only
LaupeE af laps for me Lo setils |nts the
earmnd track, and & few more cireuits to
wot the pleturs of how the GT1 goes and
feris. Bul by the tme I'd done that |
wns hooked,

Every tima | came sweeping up out
of BF, running hard in third asd
Endcking imbo Lop with the slraight
myiting me on, there was no way |
could bring mysell to take the GT1 in
Fandora’s box had opened, I'd foond a
saperh  litlle track toy, and | was
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wddicted. Nine laps, 10 and 11. Chris
gave me the thombs-up from the pits
and the feedle m my consclence eased
ensugh 1o let me squesze in another lap,
o, and perhaps one more. Cmon, do
it mow, use soms willpower, otherwise
you'll be oul here till the tank runs dry.
And ot that | managed to say whes, bud
only after delibersiely sowing wery
early and taking BP at & loping canter.

It might he staling the obvious, but
ihe Golf GTT & a delighiful car, Tt goes
hard and runs troe. That much was clesr
after only o couple of enthuskastic laps.

The remainder wers speni  @Emply
enjoying . The OTI behaves sa
impeccalily thal [ cant recall

impeessions other than pood ones: Use
effervescont exhausi pote tingling your
ears, the sheer bodily force of the
Invisihle giant hampd pressing agninst you
throaigh the tumas, the slmighty grip of
thie slick rmcing tyres, the finely sccurate
gteering never nesding more thao an
almosl imperceptibia tomich of
correction &l Lhe throitle or whesl, the
spharkling responaivenes of the engine,
and the sure conflidenioe with which ihe
brikes can Be used anywhere, anytime

It all adds up 1o & car that's

MeCartivy gers cockolt ol From i Megper
interior is siandard Gail aiite frgwm Rl Sage,
EI-PNT Aaimass, Meecy e cower ol oW
IRLIUTE DG,

~




beautifully balanced in overy depari-
ment, a tolal prelkags, one which =asily
juitifies Lhe opanky optimistic
enthusiasm of Chris Heyer and Lénnox
Motors. 1%'s also showing bright promise
of developing into o leading contender
in e class which is open o models up
o twolitre capacily. Even al this earky
phase of itsa carser the GTT has the
messure of rival Bscort, Alfa Hojpvee,
and BMW models and B keeping Whe
Dalomite Sprints honest. As ia. tanled
s — “As we learn more about
fine-tuming the GTIs engine and
handling, tha only way we can go is
faster™,

There's no doubling the YW
potential. It should have first fired in
anger al the Hardie-Ferodo 1000 bt by
race evo the 26E00-made homalogalion
etill  wasn't endorsed to official
eatisfaciion, which meant reverting to
gtandard Golf specs, including &
wellworn  and  knowlingly suspect
engine which didn't last the distance.

Tardy homologation confimation
meant the Adelide round was also
milssed. But the GTI hroke its duck at

G Egpine nag aiffiferemt hesd (Flar face with
Dol frpiEnon cha Baach
Kodetronic perrol injection, produce B2 kW
(I rdshp DNN) st 100 rpvrt e gigck Foem,
Hepar's doss even bertsy  with  monlified
cEmshaft grd pxirad far &n Bairer,

Burfers and qualified fourth fastest in
class, behind Daloemite  Bprinis.
Gremlins struck after a few laps and
from there om the clubch rfused to
disenguge. Though slowed on ihad
wecoont, Heyver Minshed sixth in olass,
The problem was traced to aoil
entering the duich from a emcked

gearbox  casing; thought to be an
isolated instance a8 the fault hasn't beon
reporied among Oolf OTls  and

Sciroccos mcing overseas. Bal when
mext mecing (at Oran Park) the cluich
played up again, despite which the GTI1
was eighth across the line for a third or
fourth (depending on a dispule over
first) in class. This time the clutch had
failed because Lhere wasn't a OTI plate
on hand to replace the ollscaked
original, and the non-standard [scings
used proved unmitisfaclory. Mow, with
suitable linings abosrd, the cutch
problem should be cared and the GTI
abls to show ite true meltle, Agide from
the dutch, the car has besn remarkably
free of other bags which often affect
W raders,

Though the GTI sdapts so readily to
the wrack that it ghves the impression of
beings lailor-made for the job, it's
essentially & poad car, albelt an
ohyioasly sporty one. ¢

I T s o s it Wt

e wh uses the &

:;g bottom-end bat mot much @8 The
cylinder head &5 & Heron-t wnit with

i flat face and bowl-in-pi b,
The inlet valves are muSh lagger ihan
standard, while the ey ad to
higger manifold mnd™ ) | TeR

hesder. The carhbaufeitior s replaced by
Baosch  K-Jetropiey, petrol  injection, o
relstively sipile Wt effective sysiem

using constentTeed, electric-pump
press s tinn and & mechanical
metaring umit. The GTI engine also

incindes W thermostatically -controlled
al cooler nnd i complementsd by a
diffement clateh/Mywhesl assembly, 3.7
e 4 (sl drive ratio (3.9 to 1 stock),
Aropnger half-shalts anad tonigher
constant-velocily joinks,

The standard Goll engine claims
56 kW (TE bhp DIN) at 6604 rpm. The
OTl changes boosl the output to o
rousing B2 kW ({110 bhp DIN) =t
G100 rpm  but  the engine memaing
smooth  and  iractably flex ibde,

Valkewagen puls the stock Goalls lop
spead at 160 kmy'l (99 mph | and credits
it with am O0-80km/ {0-80 mph)
soceleration fime of B2 stconds,
wheread the UTI runs to 1BZ2 km/h
(113 mph) and hits 0-80 kmh in jus
6.5 seconds. As allowed under riciog
rsbes, Chris Hever's OT] pgoes a bid
further. And n hit fster. I8 uses a
modifisd camshaft amd exlractors
exhaust, and dossn't mind being buzsed
berond B0 rpm

Volkswagen 's chassis twenks include
imerensed track, wider whesls [wilh
1TEHR1S tyres on the road version),
lowered suspension, stiffer springs,
re-rated dam ventilated fronl discs
and antiroll bars at both ends, Lennox
Mutors Intends muarketing GT1
giuspension hita for local Golfers. Aside
from the Tatter tvres and redaced hedght,
the GT1 w visually identified by iis
badges, whesel arch flares and deeper
[than standard} feont hib, As we said, a
toial package,

O copdtsm the big guestion now i
Wil ¢he voad GT1 be reboused here? We
know’ Wesl¥re are seking for it and
Vilffawagen Australia’s seriously weigh-

th® pros and cons. We also know
chathif the GTI zrrives it won't be chea
bas ot will be welcome. -

GT! b siroager driveline and | wenbifated
frdair Jises.
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